Appendices
Note. The templates below are starting points based on BLUE4ALL implementations. Adapt every form to your MPA, target groups, languages and research questions.
Appendix 1 — Sample Participant Consent Form Surveys & Interviews
Research Study Title:
[Insert study title]
Researcher(s):
[Insert name(s) and institutional affiliation(s)]
Partner Organisations:
[Insert partners, if applicable]
Supervisor or Project Lead:
[Insert name and institution]
_________________________________________________________________________________
Study Description
You are invited to take part in a research study concerning [insert topic]. Participation consists of completing a survey/interview, which will take approximately [insert estimated duration]. Please read this form carefully before beginning the survey/interview.
Risks and Benefits of Participating
There are minimal risks associated with participating. You may stop at any time or skip any question without consequences. Your responses will contribute to improving understanding of [insert purpose], and may inform management decisions, research outputs, or project development.
Compliance with Ethical and Legal Regulations
This study is conducted in accordance with applicable ethical and legal regulations, including data protection laws such as the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR 2016/680) where relevant.
Privacy and Data Protection
All collected data will be stored securely. The data will be fully anonymised and will not include any personal identifiers. Anonymised data may be used in research publications, reports, presentations, teaching materials, or other project outputs. The anonymised dataset may be archived for future research purposes. If data are collected outside the EU, they may be transferred to collaborating institutions within the EU in accordance with relevant regulations.
Confidentiality
Your responses are anonymous and will be treated confidentially. Please do not include your name or any identifying details in your answers. Email addresses provided voluntarily for prize draws or follow up contact will be stored separately from research data and will not be used for analysis.
Voluntary Participation
Participation is entirely voluntary. You may withdraw at any time or decline to answer any question without consequences. Your time and contribution are appreciated.
Contacts and Questions
For questions about the study, please contact:
[Insert primary contact name and email]
For questions about your rights as a research participant, contact the [insert relevant ethics committee]:
[Insert ethics committee name and email]
__________________________________________________________________________
Consent Statement (Interviews & In-Person Surveys)
This consent form ensures you have received the information necessary to participate in the study. By participating, you confirm that you know what this research is about and are participating voluntarily.
Please check the boxes you agree with below and delete as appropriate where * is indicated *:
	
	I have read the "Informed Consent Form" information sheet.

	
	I know what this research is about.

	
	I know that my statements will be collected anonymously and that identifying individual study participants based on information in the study report, including myself, is impossible.

	
	I know the conditions under which the interview will be recorded, and any other information I provide will be stored.

	
	I understand that I am not required to answer all questions, and I reserve the right to withdraw from the study at any time and to request that certain information be kept confidential.

	
	I understand that I may ask for more information about the study anytime.

	
	I agree/disagree* to participate in this research project and that the information I provide will be used for data analysis and results.

	
	I consent/do not consent* to the recording of the interview and the storage of an anonymous recording for research purposes following the privacy statements as indicated on the "Informed Consent Form" information sheet.



By proceeding with the survey/interview, you confirm that you have read and understood the information provided above and that you voluntarily agree to participate in this study.
Participant Name: _________________________________________
Participant Signature: _______________________________________
Date: _______________________
Consent Statement (Online Surveys)
Please find attached an information sheet that outlines the research design. It includes details about data collection and processing, ensuring that all information you provide will be treated confidentially and will never be shared with third parties for commercial purposes. You can find the informed consent form here [insert link]. 
By continuing, you confirm that you have read and understood the information provided about this study. The researcher has explained the purpose, procedures, and duration of the study in sufficient detail. You understand that your participation is voluntary, that your responses are fully anonymous, and that you can withdraw at any time without any consequences. 
You agree that your data will be collected, processed, and used solely for the purposes of this study, in accordance with the information provided. 
Do you agree to participate in this study? 
●  Yes, I agree and want to start the survey  
●  No, I do not agree and will exit the survey → End of survey 
Appendix 2 — Sample Semi-Structured Interview Guide (tourism operators)
Opening: Thank the participant, explain the purpose, confirm anonymity and consent, and ask how much time they have. Start with an easy introductory question.
· How long have you worked in this area, and what is your connection to the sea here?
· Are you aware of [MPA name]? What do you know about its boundaries, zones and objectives? (awareness)
· How healthy do you think the local marine environment is, and what are the main threats? (ecological outcomes)
· How does the MPA affect your activity or business,  positively or negatively? (social impacts)
· Do you find the way the MPA is decided and run fair and trustworthy? Why / why not? (governance legitimacy)
· What do you think of the current rules (e.g. speed limits, zoning, restrictions)? Are they reasonable and enforced? (management acceptability)
· Would you like to be involved in the MPA’s management or communication? In what way?
Closing: Summarise, ask whether they would like to stay informed or involved, request contacts for other interviewees, and thank them.
Appendix 3 — Sample Tourist Survey 

INFORMED CONSENT FORM
Attached you will find an information sheet explaining the purpose of the study, the research design and the data handling procedures. It describes how data will be collected, processed and stored, and confirms that all information will be treated confidentially and will never be shared with third parties for commercial use. Note: A link to the full informed consent form should be provided at the end of the document and in any online survey version.

Consent statement:
I confirm that I have been informed about the study and have read and understood the information provided. I understand that participation is voluntary and that I may withdraw at any time without consequences. I am aware of how my data will be collected, processed and used anonymously and confidentially for research purposes only. I agree to participate in this study.

· Yes, I agree and want to start the survey
· No, I do not agree and want to end the survey → End of questionnaire
_________________________________________________________________________________
VISIT TO THE STUDY AREA

Before continuing, please note:
When we refer to “the study area”, we mean the coastal and marine environment outlined in the map provided below.

[Insert map of the specific MPA or coastal region]

1. Are you visiting this coastal and marine area?
· Yes
· No → End of questionnaire
_________________________________________________________________________________
Visit and Activities in the Coastal and Marine Area

2. About how many times have you visited this area in the last 2 years?
· This is my first visit
· 2 times
· 3 to 5 times
· More than 6 times
· Prefer not to say

3. Which coastal or marine activities have you done, or are you planning to do here? (Select all that apply)
· Guided boat tour
· Sailing
· Swimming
· Exploring the coast (beaches, caves, cliffs)
· Recreational fishing
· Scuba diving
· Snorkelling
· Sunbathing
· Other (please specify): _________

4. If “guided boat tour” or “scuba diving” selected:
What is/are the name(s) of the operator(s) you used?
· Specify name(s): _________
· I do not remember

5. Why did you choose this operator / these operators?
[Open text]

6. How would you describe your experience of coastal and marine activities in this area?
(For instance: first impressions, emotions, associations, metaphors, etc.)
[Open text]
_________________________________________________________________________________
Inclusivity Within Coastal and Marine Activities

7. Do you think individual needs (linked to gender, age, or disabilities) are taken into account by tourism operators in this area?
· Yes
· No
· Unsure
8. Please explain your answer.
[Open text]

9. Do you think your gender affects your choice of activities in this area?
· Yes
· No
· Unsure

10. If yes, how does your gender influence your choice of activities?
[Open text]
_________________________________________________________________________________
Marine Environment

11. Do you like to collect things from the sea? (Select all that apply)
· Fish, shellfish
· Beachcombing (shells, sea glass, algae, rocks)
· Taking pictures or videos
· Collecting trash or debris
· Nothing
· Prefer not to say

12. How would you describe the condition of the marine environment in this area?
· Very poor
· Poor
· Neither good nor poor
· Good
· Very good
· Do not know’

13. Why do you think so?
[Open text]

14. Do you know of any protected habitats or species in this area?
· Yes
· No
· Unsure

15. If yes, please specify which one(s): _________

16. How important is the marine environment to you?
· Not at all
· Very little
· Moderately
· Quite important
· Very important
· Prefer not to say

17. Why is the marine environment important or not important to you?
[Open text]

18. Do you support the protection of the environment in this area?
· Yes
· No
· Unsure

19. Do you know what a Marine Protected Area is?
· Yes
· No
· Unsure

20. If yes, please explain in your own words:
[Open text]

21. Are you aware of the establishment of a Marine Protected Area in this region?
· Yes
· No

22. In your opinion, would the establishment of a Marine Protected Area increase the value or attractiveness of this area?
· Yes
· No
· Unsure

23. If yes, how would a Marine Protected Area change the value or attractiveness of the area?
[Open text]

24. Would you be willing to pay a fee to enter a Marine Protected Area if the money is used to protect the area?
· Less than 2 euro (per person)
· More than 2 euro (per person)
· More than 5 euro (per person)
· I would not want to pay any fee
_________________________________________________________________________________
Demographics

25. What is your age?
· 18–24
· 25–34
· 35–44
· 45–54
· 55–64
· 65+

26. How do you self identify in terms of gender?
· Male
· Female
· Other
· Prefer not to say
_________________________________________________________________________________
Comments

27. Do you have any additional comments about the area or about this questionnaire?
[Open text]
Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire!

